Along the data-information continuum: pitfalls and opportunities.
Opportunities and problems in hospital information have been reviewed. At this juncture, it is clear that problems exist in much of the data that administrators and regulators accept as valid. This is due in part to the lack of attention to clinical information systems compared with financial and other management systems. At individual institutions, opportunities exist not only to upgrade the quality of data collected, but also to enhance the integration of these data to provide better clinical information. If this process can occur in an environment of cooperation between larger teaching institutions, larger clinically sophisticated databases can be constructed to better evaluate medical practice and clinical care.